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THE  WAR COUNCIL.

War Council of one hundred and four senators, who thereafter
were the supreme commanders, and who directed and con-
trolled all military operations, however distant, drew up the
plans of campaign, required strict compliance with their de-
mands, and rewarded or punished the successful or unsuccess-
ful captains as they chose. Even a reasonable or necessary
variation from their plan was sometimes mercilessly chastised*
The War Council's plan could rarely accord with the ex-
isting facts; generals dared assume no responsibility; their
conduct was apt to be indecisive or weak; and if a campaign
was successful, it was in spite of the system. Over half-civ-
ilized or quite barbarous nations victory could be easily won.
But when the Carthaginians met even smaller armies of well-
disciplined troops under good generals whose hands were
free, they were apt to fail. The defeats
they suffered at the hands of Gelon, the
elder Dionysius and Timoleon abundantly
prove this fact.

In view of this thoroughly wrong-headed
policy, it is a wonder that Carthage rose
at all. But her growth was not a military
growth like that of Eome. It was due
strictly to successful commerce and rich
agriculture, and to the fact that she stood
in a location which kept her from contact
with the stronger nations. Her military
prosperity was due to the mere weight of
gold and men, excepting always the few
brilliant accidents, among them the star,
Hannibal, which have shed eternal radiance upon the Car-
thaginian arms, as well as thrown into relief the selfishness,
ingratitude and lack of patriotism and virtue of the Car-
tharinians as a race.

Sacred Band Foot-
man. only watched his proceedings,
